~ AShowofHands

Receiving corps fuels SBs high-octane offense
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mcewingqumtet.'rlghtendBwsonI..loyd,wide
receivers Andrew Mendoza and Roberto Nel-
son, and running backs Kyle Leonard and
FmddyMaldonado have each had a hand in a
- Dons aerial attack that has
| averaged well over 30 points
per game, and with plenty of ﬁreworks
along the way.
“As a coach, I cut my teeth on the
I-formation. But football changes,
and while I thought we could do
L . really well passing this year, I
.. had no idea they'd perform as
. wellasthey have,” coach Will
‘Gonzales said. -

A certain insurance company has used a
familiar slogan, calling them-
selves “The Good Hands People.”
It wouldn’t be wrong for the
members of Santa Barbara’s
high-flyingpassingattacktoadopt
that phrase as a collective moni-
ker. Orbetteryet, we could suggest
the ever-welcome sign “always
open.” :

While the Santa Barbara
football team has lost more

come byafter Santa Barbara’s 74 2007. Both
Lloyd and Nelson blossomed as top targets that
season, with Lloyd totaling 46 catches for 646
yards and eight touchdowns and Nelson lead-
ing the team with 689 receiving yards hile.
hauling in seven scores on only 27 receptions.

With his top two receivers and quarterback
John Uribe set to return for 2008, Gonzales
hopedtomaximizetheir potential and installed
a wide-open offense.

“Coach G changed the system, and we are
abletoutilize alotof weapons,” said Lloyd, who
has a county-high 84 receptions (second-best in
county history) for 930 yards and six touch-
downs, despite missing one game and most of
two others with an ankle sprain that he has
struggled with all season. But even when
reluctantly sidelined, the 6-foot-3, 230-pound
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es than it has won headi Those early, modest tight end has continued to make sohd_ contri-
‘glzgtdnight’s Southern Secuﬁ expectatlons w?;e easy to butionsbyofferinghisadviceand experienceto
Northern Division first-round I fellow receivers. , _
playoffgame at Thousand Oaks, it _- hﬂ % “AsBrysongoes, we go. He'savocal leaderon
certainlywas notbecauseofalack Lt 9“" m uwd R ¥
of effort from the Dons’ senior catches forwvards a“dﬁ* Please see OFFENSE on C3

ﬁeld. And when he’s m]m'ed, he reacts
n i;ildps the rest of the guys,” Allen said.

on grew even more as a big-play
touehdowns this season are the

ogtlet,]i\.['8

* Hamilton had 22 in 1979), and Nelson is only
ina slngle season(66 catches, 1,107 yards). Nelsan
also had six games of 100 or more yards'receiving.

At the beginning of the season, the odds didn’t
see‘r;l good for a player like Andrew Mendoza to get
muchp!

- somedintoa ) legitimate threatwith 29 catches for407

yards and five touchdowns. His two biggest games -

came against San Luis Obispo (6-for-109 yards, two
'TDs) and San Marcos (9-for-169, two TDs) when he
. filled g:e void when Lloyd was injured.

Ve
 being a p:

of this offense,” Mendoza said.

The Dons got even more help with a pair of

mlsfer&whohavebothbecomekeymcewersfmm
the backﬁeld in Freddy Maldonado and Kyle
Maldonado played last year for
‘Carpinteria, and at first wasn’t.
sure what role he would play.
As it turned out,

ﬂnSmhMranghaﬂbnse,mmleﬂ,KyleLeonard,nobemmlson Freddy Mal-
donado,AndmwMendozamdandanoydandquaﬂerbackJohn Uribe, have

) MOMMfomgamsof 1lormore
pt;gms) eontmumg as the Dons’ most depend-

-best in county history (Carpinteria’s Jerry
the
' sixthnoumy player to surpass 1 ODOrecewmgya::ds-

layingtime. Butthe senior wideout, whowas
~seldom used in 200‘7 (one catch for 12 yards), blos-

‘helping my team. We're having gun.

‘Maldonado has played just about every-
where, whether it's lining up next to Uribe in

taﬂnedtosﬂnumusreeordsmlssemn.

thebackfield orsplitwide out. Thisseason, he
‘hastotaled 24 catches for449yards and seven
touchdowns. Additionally, he has scored two rush-
ing touchdowns and has been an explosive kick
returner with TD runbacks against Buena and San
Marcos.

Leonard transferred into Santa Barbara from
Florida, where he had played at nationally-
renowned Nease High School, where he was a
freshman when Heisman Trophy winner Tim
Tebow was a senior. The senior runni
encouraged to come to Santa Barbaraby Lloyd, who
explamedthatthetwohadbecomemendsm,]umor
high school when Lloyd’s family had moved out to
; F‘londaforayearbeforeﬂmmgtoSantaBarbam

“It’s so amazing to be apart of this,” said Leonard,
who has rushed for 361 yards while catching 52
passes for383yards and fourtouchdowns. “We have
s0 many weapons that anyone can shine on any

And it seemsthat everyone has and with T nbe
‘averaging over 45 passing attempts per game,

_ hasbeen little grumbling about who gets themamr

'balls

Clockwise from top left, Kyle Leonard, Andrew
Mendoza, Roberto Nelson and Freddy Mal-

3 donadolwvobeanonmereoeivlngendofmost

ofSantaBarbarasalhnsethlssmon

back was

that are coming their way,

“It’s not even like that. In the games, everyone is
getting involved. It's great to have.friends and we’re
having a lot of fun out there,” Nelson said.

“We're all close and tight knit out there. And
anyone can have a great night,” said Uribe, who is
approaching the 4,000-yard mark and has thrown 40
touchdowns.

While the Santa Barbara offense has scaled some
great heights, a struggling defense has at times
overshadowed their effort. Gonzales points out that
the Dons’ six losses have all come to teams that have
qualified for the playoffs. |

“Afewbreaks here and there, and we could easily
be 82 instead of 4-6,” said Gonzales, whose team
faces a big challenge tonight in overcoming a 9-1
‘Thousand Oaks team.

“We're going in with a chip on our shoulder. We
know we just have to come backand playas hardas -
we can,” Uribe said, ;
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