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DonswidaoulPeterGarclawascaughtinaSanMaroossmdwlchbatweenGemttPoIlzzi(top)andKIrknga.

Nelsonhadelghtcatchesfor 109yards,
and Maldonado caughtsix passes for 116
yards. All three scored twice.

Uribe, who earned the annual Gary
Blades Award as the Big Game Most
Valuable Player, had another astonish-
ingday. He completed 34 of 50 passes for

Henry Genzales in1979. (35, 57,

Crook passed for a career-high 259
yards, with Nichols (132 yards and two
Tds) his favorite target.

There was a bit of controversy late, as
Santa Barbara went for a surprise
onside kick leading by 21 with just over

go-ahead on breakmg out their Golden
Tornado jerseys, the Dons will have one
chanee to better their position for CIF.
Ventura is also 3-1 in the Channel
League, and the winnerof Fridaynight's
game at Peabody Stadium will get the
league’s No. 2 playoff spot.

Dons’ Uribe sets more county marks
| in 49-28 victory over rivals

By DENNIS BATEMAN
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

Somehow it seemed appropri-
ate that it was the 49th Big Game
Friday night at Peabody Stadium.
With John Uribe putting on yet
another Joe Montana-like perfor-
mance and three of his receivers
breaking the 100-yard mark and
doingtheirbestimitationsof Jerry
Rice, Santa Barbara over-
whelmed San Marcos49-28 before
anear-capacity crowd at Peabody

- Stadium.

The victory assured that the
Dons would return to the playoffs
for the second straight year, and
also marked the first time that
Santa Barbara won back-to-back
City Championships since 1988
and 1989. Followingthe game, just
abouteveryDons playeritseemed
had a handle on the commemo-
rative Bronze Cup trophy. -

“Inagame like this, every one of
ourplayerswasreadytogo,and we
just had too
many .
weap-
ons f§

524 yards and six TDs.

for them,” said Santa Barbara
coach Will Gonzales, who had
finished participating in his 16th
Big Game as player or coach.
Santa Barbara won for the
fourth time insix games following
a frustrating 0-3 start. The Pea-
body Stadium crowd came to see

“offensive fireworks, of which

there were plenty.

Uribe got the Dons offto aquick
start with a pair of big-gainers to
Bryson Lloyd. But following his
second catch that put the ball on
the Royals 28, the prolific senior

tight end reaggravated a knee

injury he suffered five weeks ago

- against San Luis Obispo and did

not return.

With his top receiver out,
Gonzalesknew hisoffense had the
playmakers who could step up.
Uribe found Roberto Nelson for a
20-yard touchdown pass to finish
offthe drive.

Later in the first quarter, the
Dons held San Marcos to a punt,
which Freddy Maldonado fielded
at the Santa Barbara 46, scooted
past the Royals’ first wave and
took off for a 54-yard punt return

~ touchdown.

San Marcos, which looked
dreadful in a 35-10 loss to Buena
last week, came back with a knack
for a big play. After methodically
driving the ball across the mid-
field stripe, erback James
- Crook found a wide-open
Austin Nichols for a 42-yard
score with 1:22 left in the °
first quarter. The Royals

then had their turn at

holding the Dons to a punt,
and Crook and Nichols
hooked up again for a
'30-yard score on an
identical play to tie the
game at 14.
But Santa Barbara
retaliated with 28 con-
secutive points through the
second and third quarters.
Uribe found Maldonado for
touchdowns of seven and 80yards,
and hit Mendoza for a 13-yard
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