Feeling the Crunch

Top-ranked St. Bonaventure
~ lives up to its billing in 51-21
rout of Santa Barbara

By DENNIS BATEMAN

Like every varsity football team that's ever faced St
Bonaventure in Channel League play, Santa Barbara was
hopeful for victory as it stepped onto the turf Thursday
night. But like every othertime, the Dons went away on the
short end of the scoreboard, as the vaunted Seraphs again
demonstrated whytheyam among the state’s top-rated
teams in a 51-21 victory at Peabody Stadium.

Though both teams entered the matchup with two
straight wins to open Channel League play, it was readily
apparent that St Bonaventure (7-1, 3-0), the top-ranked
team in the CIF-SS Northern Division, was once again
heavily stocked with its usual variety of blue-chip players.
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Barbara a first-and-10 on the Seraph 31.
Fromthere, the Dons cashed in as Uribe hit
wide receiver Roberto Nelson in the end
zone for a touchdown on the quarter’s final
play.

Whatever momentum the Dons hoped to
gain after halving St Bonaventure’s lead
evaporated on the first play of the second
quarter. Santa Barbarakicked a high floater
that fell into the hands of blackledge, who
cut across the field and picked up a wall of
Seraph blockers and ran the kickoffback 74
yards.

Pinned back deep in their territory, the
Dons failed to advance the ball and Uribe
punted again, and this time it was Isaiah
Burton taking the kick and outracing Don
defenders to the end zone for a 63-yard punt
return and a 28-7 lead.

“Every one of our guys out there believes
that they are a threat to score,” said St.
Bonaventure head coach Todd Therrien.

The Seraphs added three more touch-
downs and led by 41 going into the fourth
quarter. Uribe threw twotouchdowns in the
final period and finished with 261 passing
yards with a pair of interceptions.

Dons workhorse tight end Bryson Lloyd
again did some heavy lifting on offense,
catching nine passes for 91 yards. Nelson

had six catches for120yards and two scores.

“Wedidn't matchupwell, buteventhough
the score was lopsided, I was proud of the
way our kids competed against a very good
team. They never stopped playing for a
minute.

The loss to St. Bonaventure was the first
of three home games for the Dons, now 2-1
in league (3-5 overall). Santa Barbara host
rival San Marcos in the annual Big Game
nextFridaywithaspecialstarttimeof5p.m.

“Wegotthe BigGame next week, andwe'd
better be up for that,” Gonzales said.

ST. BONAVENTURE 51, SANTA BARBARA 21
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